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When you are away from home you might want to record your location so you can identify it or 

return to the same place.  Smartphone cameras do this routinely but most other cameras do not. 

The simplest approach is to capture a smartphone image from your shooting location and look 

for the GPS coordinates in smartphone the image later.   

There is a way for your camera to get the location information from your smartphone using 

Bluetooth and embed it in the image.  The Nikon SnapBridge app and Sony Imaging Edge make 

this work.  Not all cameras support this and it may take a little effort to set it up.  Other cameras 

may have built-in GPS, their own apps or devices you can attach to the camera. 

Any way you do this you will end up with an entry in your image EXIF like this: 

 

Typing this information into Google Maps can be tedious. 

A better way would be to enter the information into an Excel spreadsheet and have it format the 

text for you so you can copy and paste it into Google Maps.  

The following example was taken from a raw file where the Nikon Z50 II got the information via 

Bluetooth from SnapBridge.   

 

  



Column Description 

B Blank if you are north of the equator or east of the prime meridian, otherwise anything 

else will work. 

C Degrees 

D Minutes 

E Seconds 

F Row 2 (latitude) calculated and formatted as text (row 3 is longitude)  

H Combines row 2 and 3 as the decimal version to feed to Google Maps 

I The same information expressed in degrees, minutes and seconds 

 

The text from H or I can be copied and pasted into Google Maps as plain text: 

 

The result is a pretty accurate pointer to the location where the image was taken.  The precision 

depends on the coordinates available in your smartphone at that time. 

To get this started, open SnapBridge at the start of the session, connect to the camera and 

download the initial location data from the smartphone.  The camera will read the smartphone’s 

location and store it with each image. 


